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 SHERWIN and his WIFE. 0 


© Written by Himſelf: : 2 
In Viadication of their Iunocent and Wrongful 57 


 SUFFERINGS_ 


BY THY 


Falſe Accuſations of Thomas Goodman 
0 WE ST-SMITHFIEELD, 


| And the hozzible Contrivances of William 
Silver, Innkeeper, Conſtable, and Poſt- | 
 Maſterof GRAVESEND. 


As it was given to the Honourable Mr Juſtice 
PROS YN FE, at Maidſtone — Jug? 23-1730. 


tag © To which is added, 


The Life, Parentage, and Character, ao Thomas Godman; | 
with his Tricks, Pranks, Pilfering, Forging, Thieving, and Rob- 
beries, &e. Likewiſe the Courſe of Life e led in the Heet- Priſon, 
and Obtruding himſelf on the — of the Honourable 
Committee, as a material Evidence againſt Mr Bambridge, late 
Warden of the Fleet: With an Account of the Viſit that Gent/e- * 
man made him whilſt in -Majdfone Goal. Together with 
Gann Tryal, Condemnation, and Behaviour under 
Sentence of Death; where he confeſs'd jt was GOD's juſt 
Judgment that befel him for the Mrong he had done in taltp 
ſwearing againſt Mr Bambridge at Guild-Hall, roaſt, i 
: the Fryal of the Appeal for the Murder of Mr i 
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Moſt Excellent Majeſty. 


Moſt Illuſtrious Sir, 
S the CENTURION in his 
Day of Peril addreſſed 
GREAT CasaR, fo, Dread 
SOVEREIGN, preſumes your 
Soldier, Old, Maimed, and worn 
out in the Service of your Crown, 
molt humbly to Implore Your 
Royar PROTECTION and Relief 
againlt the Severeſt OeertssIoN 
and Wrongs. 


The enſuing Sheets will pre- 
ſent your Majesry with the un- 
| common 


common MoTives that con- 
ſtrains your Servant to the Li- 


berty aſſum' d by, 
Sacred S I R, 


Your Majesrty's 
moſt Obedient, 
moſt Devoted, 


AND 


Faithful Soldier, 


John Sherwin. 


To the HONOURABLE 


Mr ſuſtice PROBYNE. 


My Lord, 


0 Humbly ask your Lordſbip's Pardon, in laying 
bf 1 this my Caſe before you; but when you con- 
fider'd that my preſſing Neceſſity is the Motive 
that obliges me to write, I have Reaſon to ho 
that your Goodneſs and Humanity, will induce you 
to forgive my Importunity. 


It is hard for a Man to ſpeak of his Ho- 
neſty in theſe Days with Succeſs; but in pe- 
ruſing of this, your Lordſbip will find, I have 
the moſt Reaſon as ever Man had, to vindi- 
cate my Character, that never was brought into 
queſtion till now, and not by my own ſeeking 3 
but by the horrible Contrivances, of wicked Men. 


My Lord, T am one of his Majeſty's True, and 
Faithful Leige Subjects, that has ventured my Blood 
in my Country's Cauſe, with Honour, and will, with 
the Aſſiſtance of God keep them few Drops I have 
left, True, Loyal, and Juſt, from Diſhonour, in 
ſpight of thoſe that ſeek my Life, to gain their 
wicked Ends. And tho? J have in. a great Mea- 
ſure detected them in their Villainy, I have Reaſon 
to believe there is more Hatching, to my utter 
Deſtruction, except your Lordſhip, out of your 
innate Goodneſs, and extenſive Charity, takes my 
Juſt Cauſe into your wiſe Conſideration, and gives 

me 
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me Liberty to come before your Lordſbip to the 
Bar of Juſtice, to declare the Wrong that is done 
to me, and my poor Wife, to our total Ruin ; and 
wholly throw ourſelves on God, and your Lordſhip, 
having none other to ſtand by us, in this great 
Time of Need. | 


My LORD, 
Your Lordſbip's, moſt Obedient and 
moſt Devoted humble Servant, 


John Sherwin, 


Maidſtone- Goal, 


Fuly 23. 1730. 


1; 


The Author to the Reaper: 

S it is common to acquaint the Reader what to ex- 
pect in the following Sheets, T ſhall alſo ſhew the 
Motive which induc*d me to undertake the ſame. 

A long Preface in theſe unpoliſh*'d Words, would 
be very tedious, ſo I deſire to be excuſed in writing this 
my Caſe, (tho* plain and eaſy to be underſtood) in 
fach an illiterate Stile, for my intent and meaning is only 
to ſhow the Wickedneſs of Mankind in theſe days. 

The moſt remarkable Things contained therein are re- 
ducible ; Firſt, Goodman's ſwearing my ſelf and Wife 
into two Robberies, one that was committed by him, and 
the other that never was; with the many Shifts, Turns, 
Tricks, and Windings of the Conſtable, in prompting 
him on. I have Eke laid down a true Journal of 
that Days Proceeding from London, from Time ts 
Time, and Place to Place, till taken into Cuſtody 
Together with Goodman's Chances, and Its, with our 
commitment to Goal, and Riding in Triumph to Maid- 
ſtone-Fair ; where I give an extraordinary Character 
ef our kind Landlord, ſhowing how the Biter's Bit, 
and all Bit at laſt z with Letters, Certificates, and 
Goodman's Confeſſion, ſetting forth-the greateſt piece 
of Villainy between the Conſtable and himſelf, that 
ever was heard of in the Memory of Man. Alſo an 
Account of the Tragedy that was to have been Acted 
for the Conſtable's own Benefit, wherein I and my 
Wife were deſign d to Play the TWO principal Parts, 
but ſlipt our Necks out of the Halters, and fell into Co- 
medy , where I ſet forth my Character, as I have often 
gain'd with great Applauſe, as you will ſee by my Ad- 


vertiſement, by promiſing never to turn Highwayman 


till fuch Time J have ſearch'd the World round, and 
found out Paccolet's Horſe, andFortunatus's Inviſible 
Wiſhing Cap, To which I have added the Life of Tho- 
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The Author to the Reader. 


mas Goodman, as in the Title Page; with many other 
Remarks, Particularly, an Account of the Land of 
Gotham, of their Cuſtoms, Manners, Extortions, 
&'c. together with the Names of the Right Wiſe, and 
Worſhipful Wiſe, he Mayor, and Court of Alder- 


men, in an ACROSTICK; with their wonder and 


ſurprize at a monſtrous Black Rook, that had 
lately flown in among them from Graveſend, and had 
ſtoln and cloath'd himlelf with the Feathers of a 
Swan, to the Terror of many in that Fooliſh Country. 
The whole I have compos'd for a Caution to all People, 
zo ſhow ive great Wrongs and Stfferings, T and my Wife 
have labonr'd under, by the Artful Contrivances of 
wicked Men, 7o our total Ruin, having Five Chil- 
dren that depend on our Labour for Subſiſtance, and 
bave not wherewithal to ſubſiſt, or put us in a way 
10 Live, my ſelf being a Cripple upwards of three 
Tears paſt. And ſince it bas pleaſed GOD to afflift 
me, and ſuffer'd the wicked to Triumph, I don't 
doubt but his Goodneſs will be extended in this my Un- 
dertaking, and Publiſhing the moſt Monſtrous and 
unheard of Villainy (that has drove me and my 
Family to the laſt Extremity) that ought not to go 
unpuniſbed by the Laus of God and Man; and ibo' it 
is quite out of my Power to help myſelf at preſent, I 
truſt in the Almighty, and hope be'll ſend me @ David 
to overcome this wicked Goliath, to which I give my 
hearty Prayers! And let all good Chriſtians ſay Amen. 


From my Lodging at Mr Bragg's, 
over-againit the Crown in Prince; 
Areet, near Drury-Lane, 


S 


e e wo, Br. i - 


JOHN SHERWIN, 
And his WIF E, 


Who were falſly accus'd of a Robbery, 
committed near Graveſend, by Thomas 
Goodman, April 29. 1730. 


© 


2 Little thought, and was always 
128 I never ſhould appear before 
2 Jucge on a Criminal Cauſe; 
but, Experience, I find the 
g teſt an alive may be miſta- 
=D ken. For this I lay down to clear 

myſelf and my poor Wife, who were falſly ac- 
cus'd by this wicked Man, on purpoſe to fave his 
own Life, has impeach'd two innocent People, 
who never were guilty of this, or any other 
Crime 


| [2] * 
Crime of the like Nature: but with the Ag 
ſtance of GOD (in whom I truſt) to make it 
appear, we are no ſuch Perſons he repreſents us 
to be; and ſhall ſhew, how even Juſtice itſelf 
may be impos'd on, innocently to give Judg- 
ment againſt the innocent. - 

I ſhall here diſcloſe ſuch a horrible Contri- 
vance of wicked Men, that never was acted; 
and Jay down ſeveral Circumſtances, in their pro- 
per Places, to ſhow how ſoon innocent Blood 
may be ſhed; and follow them in their own 


Paths; and, like the good Huntſman, run em 


down, down, down ; *till I make them burrow 
in their own Holes. 

I have great reaſon to believe that Goodman 
was prompted on by the Conſtable to impeach 
me and my Wife, in hopes of getting forty 
Pounds a- piece on our Conviction, for they 


clinched her faſt, and put it out of my Power to 


help my ſelf (but GOD helped me). 

After G@dman was apprehended he ſent for 
me; I went, and found ſeveral People in the 
Room with him ; he told me he was taken up on 
Suſpicion of a Robbery on the Highway: I was 
very much ſurprized, knowing him, and little 
thought it to be true at the ſame time, for I 
never till then had heard a bad Character of 
him, and knowing that he had lived in good 


Circumſtances, made me ſomewhat the bolder 


to ſpeak in his behalf, which was not much: I 


told them that I knew him, and that he had kept 


the Dolphin Alebouſe in West. Smithſield. I aſked 
whether the young Woman (chat he had robb'd) 
had ſeen him yet? they ſaid no; but ſhe was 
juſt coming. I deſir'd, that when ſhe came ſhe 

f ä might 
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C37] 
might look about the Room, to ſee whether ſhe 
knew the Man ſo well as peremptorily to fix 
on him. They all agreed; in ſhe came, pitch'd 
on him at firſt Sight, ſaying, This is the Man 
that robb'd me, half an hour after Two a-Clock. 
Madam, ſaid I, are you ſure it is the Man? 
With that the Conffable and another Man took 
hold of me, and bid me begone, or elſe it ſhould 
be worſe for me (and ſo I found it). I told them 
I was no ſuch Perſon, and that I could give a 
better Account of myſelf, and I am ſure I ſpoke 
theſe Words with a very ſafe Conſcience. Pre- 
ſently they came and took hold on me; my Wife 
coming to ſee what they charged me for, went 
to Goodman to hear what he had to ſay againſt 
her Huſband ; they turn'd her out, and bid her 
begone, which makes me wonder why O@goman 
did not think on her at firſt as wel] as myſelf; 
then as ſhe was going down the Street, to look 
for the Watermen, who that Day had brought us 
from London, they ſent after her, brought her 
back, and put her into the Room to me, toge- 
ther with my Son, telling us at the ſame time, 
that Goodman had impeached us both into this 
Robbery; and aſk*d whether we were not with him 
on Windmill. Hill, and ſent the Boy away, while 
we three went into the Road together and robb'd 
the young Woman. I ſent for the Watermen, 
they came and declared to the Truth, to what 
I ſhall relate preſently, and were ſure we had no 
hand in it. 
The Conſtable told me that Mr Mayor nor 
the Juſtices were not to be found, and that I muſt 
ſtay there all Night, and faid there was no fear 


but I ſhould be diſcharged in the Morning; what 
Reaſon he had to ſay fo, I will leave the World 


B 2 to 


[4] 

to judge, for Stodman was actually before the 
Mayor, or ſome other Juſtice, that Night, and 
the young Woman had given her Information a- 
gainſt him, and the Conſtable had a Mittimus to 
carry him to Goal. But why was not I there? 
Becauſe you was innocently to be kept in Ignorance, 

till we had Time ſufficient to contrive our Þelliſh 

Scheme for your Deſtruction. 


The Conſtable was going to put my Wife into 
another Room, I told him I was lame, and could 


not help myſelf. Pob, pob, ſaid he, you can run 
and walk as fast as I. 
lo obſerv'd he often went out when I aſked him 
any Queſtions, bid me ſtay and he would bring 
me word, which makes me believe it was to con- 
ſult the other worthy Gentleman that was with 
him, when he firſt bid me begone, for he was 
a very dexterous Man in adviſing him, they 
often laid their Heads together when I firſt went 
to Goodman, and to my Knowledge he never 
came into the Room where I was, for I under- 
ſtand *twas his Buſineſs to ſpirit Gdman while 
the Conſtable ran too and again to me. 
When Morning came, inſtead of clearing me, 


there was another Robbery trumpt up, commit- 


ted between Fulbam and Chelſea, and my Wife 
mov*'d out of the other into this, (ſet᷑ what Time 
will do!) and when I was before the Juſtice, I 
was ſaying, the young Woman declar'd it was 
half an hour after two a-Clock when ſhe was 
robb'd. > No, ſaid good Mr Conſtable, She 
can't tell whether it was Three, Four, Five, or 
Six. Peres a Rogue, that would make the 
World believe, Slie was ſo out of her Senſes as 
not to know, within three Hours and an half, 


what time of the day it was. ＋ But, ſaid this Vil- 
| lain, 


21 
lain, (for G@dman could not expreſs theſe Words 
as well as he) What do you ſay to the other Robbery, 
between Fulham and Chelſea,, when you, and your 


Wife, and Godman, robb'd the Egg-Man of Five 
and Fifty Shillings, when yaur Wife took: the Money 


> out of the Man's Pocket, while you and be flood by : 


Can you deny that too? Did not you ſhare the Money 
between you all, which came to Eighteen Shillings and 
Four Pence a-piece, What do you ſay to that? 

©! hellich Contzivance this! this! was chat 
Night's Work, that the Devil blow'd up the 
Coals whilſt they forged out a Robbery that ne- 
ver was, which I can prove. 

I have one great Reaſon more to ſuſpect the 
Conffable, that is, after he had brought us from 
the Juſtice's, I and my Wife was admoniſhi 
Mr Goodman, and aſking him how he could be fo 
wicked to ſay ſuch things of us, as he knew in his 
own Conſcience were not true, and would have had 
him confefs our Innocency, and to let him know 
our Blood would be requir'd of him. Gtdman fat 
with Tears in his Eyes, and if the Conftable 
had but joined with us at that time, I am ſure he 
would have confeſs'd. 


But inſtead of aſſiſting he was in a great Paſ- 
ſion; faid he the Man has (021 it, he can't go 


from it, what a mad Villain would he be to deny 
what he has ſworn. 

But I believe all People will take him to be a 
greater Villain to ſtand in that which is not true, 
as I ſhall make appear; and as for the Time of 


4 the Day as this Robbery was committed, I will 


give the Conſtable three or four Hours, and ſave 
my diſtance, when I begin to hunt and trace the 
Ground. I remember the Conffable came to 
me over Night, and I was faying I muſt be on 

the 
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[6] 
the Water when this Robbery was committed; 
ſaid he, you hear what the Watermen ſay, they 
are not ſure what time they landed their Paſſen- 
gers, they only believe it was about Three a- 
Clock, > it may be before, or it may be after, it 
is all one for that; all as we can do is, to con- 
ſult, whether it was POSSIBLE for you to 
be there in the time. 8 

So we mutt be ſent to Goal, and in danger of loſing our 
Lives for his POSSIBILITIES, But here I 
ſhall lay down the true Time, and give Mr POS- 
S$1B LE his own Hours, as he mentions, and work 
up to the Hour Six ; and ſhew him, that if the 
Robbery was committed at that Time, it was im- 


. Poſſible for me to be there; and then I will work 


them back again from Six, Five, and Four, and 
ſurvey the Ground as Goodman went, and find 
out, within a little Time, what Time of the day 
it was, when he met the young Woman with thoſe 
terrible Words, Stand and deltver. 

Mr Goodman inform'd them, that he and I 
made an Agreement at London to meet him at 
Graveſend ; and when I aſk'd what Part, he ſaid 
on Tower-Hill, where he met me by chance. Poll 
lee he chuſes a large Rom, but no Houſe: and 
obſerved nothing, nor knew no body, he cannot 
mention any Houſe wherever we met at in Lon- 
don, neither can he tell where I liv'd at any time. 

He ſays he met me as I was coming to Grave/- 
end; but gives no deſcription of the Place, or 
what we did, or what we ſaw; and ſaid he took 
no other Notice than going all together to the 
Top of Windmill- Hill, to conſult what we had to 
do. How ſtrange it fs! that Perſons ſhould be 
Confederates ſo long, as he ſays, and not know 


where to find one another but by Chance. 
. Chance 


t ᷣͤ yy ww % Ye” 


28 — 0 — 


— w- 
OY 


* ie 


* 


42 

Chance it was when he met me on Tower-Hill 3 

Chance it was when he met me coming to Graveſ- 

end, But there was a Chance, for it was by 

Chance that we landed where we did. Chance 

it was when I aftually met him, but a very bad 
Chance for me and my poor Family. By Chance 


we met no body, and by Chance no body ſaw us 


A (being all inviſible) till by Chance he met the 


young Woman, then he had a Chance, for by 


4 Chance he robb'd her of Half a Guinea, and ir 


was a very great Chance ſhe ſav'd her Rings. 
The Conſtable expected Fourſcore Pounds by 


Chance, for our innocent Blood, but by God's 


Providence he miſs'd his Chance. | 
Now I'll give a Juſt and True Account of that 


* Day's Proceeding, which I actually took from 
home that Morning, and go along with the Day 
from Place to Place, and Time to Time, till the 


very Time that G@dman was taken into Cu- 
ſtody. 


When we were before the Juſtice, J ſent for 
the Watermen which brought us from London, 


3 who declared to the Truth of what I am going 
co relate: 


And here is my Journal. 

Wedneſday Morning, the 29th of April, the day 
the Robbery was committed, I ſet out from home 
at half an Hour after Four a- Clock, in order for 
Maidſtone Fair. I got to Billingsgate by Seven, 


4 took Water at Eight for Graveſend, but fell ſhort 
a Mile and half; the Watermen landed their Paſ- 
ſengers at Three of the Clock, except my ſelf, 


Wife, and Son, for Jobn Bull advis'd me to fit 
in the Boat, becauſe I was lame, for he would 
ſtrive to row to Town. We did ſo, and I and 
my Son lay down in the Straw, covering our 

ſelves 
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Kiln, where were ſeveral Men at work, and a 


our Way as well as I could, and almoſt at the 


(87 
ſelves with the Tilt, and I myſelf fell aſleep; in 
half an Hour after, he came and helped me out 


of the Boat over a Lime-Hoy, and had much ado 


to get me aſhore, telling us at the ſame time he 
could not get to Graveſend till three Hours after, 
the Tide ran ſo ſtrong againſt them. I got on 
Shore, and being cold and chilly went into an 
Alehouſe to clean and bruſh our Cloaths from the 
Straw. We ſtaid there half an Hour at leaſt, 
which brings the Time to Four a-Clock. 

| Now Þ ll proceed to Graveſend. 4 

We aſk'd our Way of the Watermen, who bid 

us keep the low Road, and we could not loſe our 
Way. We kept the ſame till we came to a Lime- 


Coachman and Porter inquiring after the Tilt- 
Boat and Wherries, there I loſt the low Road, and 
went through a Style where was two Foot-Paths, 
we left that on the right Hand, and kept that 
next the Water-ſide, and in our way met with | 
four or five Cliffs, which made it very trouble- 
ſome for me to get up and down, but as my 
Wife and Son helped me, the Place being cover'd '* 
all over with Buſhes. Paſſing the Cliffs we came 7, 
to a little Houſe near the Town, with a Well on 

one fide the Door, there I fat down, and my Fc: 
Son wip'd the Lime off my Shoes; and getting 
up, we ſaw John Bull, the Waterman, going in- 
to Town, by himſelf, (for he kept the low Road) 
and by that Time he had got to one End of 
the Street, we got into the other; and making 


dri 
W no! 
tha 
his 


end of the Street, I heard a Voice call Sherwin ! 
Sherwin! J went back and found it to be this bad 
Gadman ; I aſk'd him what he did there, he ſaid 


he dealt in Fruit, I call'd him Landlord, for 1 ; 
| rented 5 


U 51 ? 


n MJ rented a Room of him one Bari bolometo-Fair, and 
IC that was the firſt and laſt Contract that ever I 
made with him, and the firſt time I beheld him 
© ſince Southwark-Fair, except once as he chancd 
'> to paſs me in Bartholomew-Cloſe: By this time I 
MN hope you will allow me an Hour more, and make 


mn it five a-Clock; and it is very wonderful that 

he Goodman ſhould meet me, and make none of 
lt, + theſe Remarks. n 

When we were before the Juſtice, I ſent for 

his Landlord z he came and declared how & 


1d man call'd me into his Houſe, and ſaid he was 
ur there a long time before, for he had eaten his 
e- Dinner of minc'd Veal, and had changed the 
la Þ Half Guinea, and was at the Barber's before I 
ilt- came in; he told them we were talking of ſeve- 


ral things but not in private; I told him, my 
7 ſelf, where I was going to lie that Night, and 
by that he forms the Story of meeting me by 

= Chance. ' 
But G@dman ſaid he was to meet me at my 

2 Lodging to ſhare the Money : *Tis ſtrange I 
* ſhould be ſo long in his Company as he ſays, and 

not aſk him where he lodg'd, as you may ſee by 

my paſling the Door I knew not; but this is the 

S = forg'd Story as the other, which I will ex- 

ain. 

Alter he had committed the Robbery, you find 

he had chang'd the Half Guinga before I came in; 

a 0: Pow eaſy had it been fo2 him to have given 

me my Part? But inſtead of that, I aſk*d him 

the to come to my Lodging, and I would be glad to 

win! drink a Pint or two with him; he ſaid he could 

; bad not ſee me that Night, but would come to Cha- 


e {a1 bam. I not knowing what he had done, nor of 
for 1 his being afraid to come up in Town for fear of 
ented C being 
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being ſeen ; the Time I ftay*d with him was about 
three Quarters of an Hour, having had two Pints 
of Beer, I paid one, and left him. I had not 
been gone above a quarter of an Hour, before a 
Man came and told me there was one wanted to 
ſpeak with me at the Swan. I went to ſee who 
it was, and found it to be this wicked Gaaman, 
and then it was but Six a-Clock. 

Now I will lay down the pretended Journey as 
Goodman ſays we took, che back of the Town 
to Windmill-Dill, and fo back to the Hour 
Five. | 
It can't be thought we could go very faſt, I 
being lame, and four in Company; but as ſe- 
veral People take me to be a Conjurer, they may 
think I cover'd us with an Inviſible Cap, for we 
were not ſeen ; and to go over the Pill to Mel- 
ton Church is a long way about. | 

The Hill ſtands a great way on the right Hand 
as you come to Maidſtone, and to go about, and 
up à high ill, and there conſult, and then down 
Pill, and fo a-croſs the Fields, to Melton-Church 
where the Robbery was committed, is two Miles 
at leaſt; and my being a Cripple, and the Diffi- 
culty of the Road, I am ſure I could not do it in 
four Hours, allow me but two, that will bring it 


to Seven a-Clock, which muſt be the Time, iI 
was there, when he robb'd the young Woman , * 


and then my coming back again, where he ſays 
I left my Wife and Child, would make it Nine 
a- Cloct, before I got to his Lodging; but theſe 
are Inviſible Doings, and the Conftable may plain- 


ly ſee it was impoſſible for me to be there, tho* not 
impoſſible my being in Goal. But I have not 
done with him yet, in the mean time I'll wor 
back from the Hour Five, (for I have given an 

Account 


: = 
3 e 
— — 


E 
Account of the laſt) and lay down ſome Remarks 


out 3 
nts to be taken notice of, and proceed to hunt him 
not to the very Time as he poſitively met with the 
e a young Woman by Chance. 
to At Five a- Clock when I came up to Gman 
ho he was ſmoaking his Pipe, and he could not be 
m, lleſs than an Hour in the Houſe before that, which 
I ſhall prove. 
as His Landlord ſaid he had eaten his Dinner, 
wn lit was minc'd Veal) 
I don't ſuppoſe the Cook was in a great Hurry 
about — — — . it 
There was the mincing of — —— it 
There was the drefing of ——— it 
And as the Gentleman had Money, all 
things were laid in order for it 
There was his eating of — it 
I can't believe he gave God Thanks for it 
So I will not reckon that Time in it 
There was his drinking with — it 
And ſmoaking after —it 


I can't tell how long, but add all theſe 
its together, I may very well pick an 
Hour out of = — 

And bring that Hour down will make 

the Hour Four of — it 

So the Conſtable may ſee the Robbery was 
done before this. 

I have one IT more, and I hope it will ſatisfy 
all People, that Sherwin and his Wife are innocent 
of what is laid to their Charge; for the Name of 
a Thief I always abhoꝛꝛ d, and from that Crime 
PI juſtify my ſelf, and boldly ſay, there is not an 
honeſter Man in England. 

Gwdman, by his own Confeſſion, made fur- 
ther from the Town, when he robb'd the young 

C 2 oman 


= 
1 — It 


＋ 12 J 

Woman, and whilſt he made that Way as faſt as 
he could run; ſo I'll go back from the Hour 
four, and lay down Reaſons, and conſult whether 
it was paſſible for me to be in this Robbery. | 
When a Perſon has done Miſchief and has run 
his Length, he winds off at a great Diſtance from 
the Road, and then leaves running, for fear-of 
being taken notice f; and when he once faces the 
Town (eſpecially when the News is gone before) 
he looks continually before him, to ſee who is 
coming; he makes no great ſpeed then, for he is 


afraid of every thing that ſtirs; and as much as 


poſſible, avoids all Perſons ſeeing him; ſo by 
this means, having his Eyes about him, he lurks 
from Place to Place and hides himſelf behind eve- 
ry Buſh, till ſuch time he finds an Opportunity 
to lip into his Hold. 

This I take to be the Caſe of this wicked G d- 
man, that inſtead of my going with him to 
TUindmill-Pill, as he ſays, at our going our, 
he took a ſloop over Hedge and Ditch, and croſs 


the Field:, and over this Pill and into London 


Road, where he changed the Half-Guinea at his 
coming back; then ineak*d over the Fields a- 
gain, and went round the back of the Town and 
ſo into a Barber's Shop, where he was ſhav'd 
and powwder*d, and then to his Lodging. I am ſure 
he took time enough to get himſelf into right 
Temper, and out of his breathing Sweat, and 
walk'd in as demure and innocent as if he knew no- 


thing of the matter, and this takes up Time; and 
I believe Mr Poſſible himſelf allows it to be an 


Hour and a half, which reduces the Time to half 
an Hour after Two a-Clock, and the very time 
what the young Woman ſaid when ſhe happened to 
{ce the Gentleman at Gaabeſe, by Chance, and 
P People 
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People moſt commonly ſtretch to be ſure they are 


within time; and for all this the Conſtable will 
have me in this Robbery, when I have made it 


appear I was on the Water, and here I'll ſhow in 
'> what manner he proves it. | 


That Morning before I went to the Juſtice's, 
the Conſtable came to me and ſeem'd to be in a 
great Paſſion, ſaid he, You was on (UUndmill- 
Pill, and ſent the Boy away, while Goodman, 
you, and your Wife, conſulted what to do; and your 
Wife and Boy ſtay'd upon the Pill, and you and 
Goodman went into tbe Road; your Boy knows it 
very well, for be fell a ſinging lat Night, fa, la, la, 
la, ra, and ſaid, Mother, O@dman confounds him 


ſelf with his own Words: Now, ſaid he, is this not a 


Plain Caſe he knows of the Robbery ? for Children and 

Fools will ſpeak Truth. 

Theſe are the Sayings of this miſe Man, I 

can't tell what Circumſtances he is in; (if bad) 

he ought not to make up his broken Fortune with 

the Price of our innocent Blood. OE 
For what can any Perſon make of theſe Words 


more, than that the Child rejoiced when he heard 
= Owdman declare firſt one thing, and then ano- 


ther, againſt his Father and Mother, that was 


K not true, and a plain Caſe, he comprehended the. 
# mHords jo well, that all may ſee he is not arriv'd from 
®, 2he Land of Gotham. 


A I could give a large Deſcription of this won- 


+ derful Country ; of their Laws, Cuſtoms, Man- 
ners, Tricks, Cheats, &c. which I ſhall publiſh in 


a aſhort Time, and only take Notice at preſent, 


\ i . . 
Vir. If I had happened to have been carried be- 
ot 


* Commiſſion of the Peace out of Gzaveſend, he would 
þ have been ſo wiſe, as to have detected them in 


fore any Honourable and Worthy Gentleman in the 


their 


[14] 
their Fooliſbneſi and Villainy and never ſent me to 


Goal, for the artful Contrivances of wicked Men. 
Now it is my time to conſult whether it was 


Poſſible for me to be in this Robbery, and this 
is the Rule I work by. 1 


Say Three a Clock when he committed this 
| Robbery. 

Three a Clock when the Watermen landed their 
Paſſengers. | 
From Three till Four, he making his way to 
his Logging. 

And I half an Hour in the Boat, and half an 
Hour in the Alebouſe where we landed. | 


Smoaking. 
And I, making my way to G:aveſend from 
the Alebouſe where we landed, being a Mile ann 


a half. 


taken into Cuſtody. 
And I, with htm, and going to my Lodging, 
where I thought to lie that Night, but was mi- 


ſtaken. 
A Mile further, where the Robbery was com- 


mitted. 
The Way, he ſays, I went over (Utndmill- 


hill, above 2 Mile. 


But Mr. Poſſible works by another Rule (d 
very wicked one) it's 2e Rule called Pratiice, for 
Goodman declar*d, That he adviſid bim to (wear 
againſt me and my Wife, and be would find Men to 
prove it, and that would be the way to ſave his own 
Life ; and he to get Forty Pound apiece for hanging 


_ What 


From Four till Five, he Eating, Drinking and * 


From Five till Six, he in my Company, and ö 
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What a wicked Contrivance is this ? for Perſons 
to combine one With another to take the Lives of Inno- 


| cent People away for a little Money, not as I blame 
* any . their Country, to find out all ſuch 
> Qillaing, but ought at the ſame time to give them a 


Caution what to do, and not adviſe them to (wear 


*# falſly and bring thoſe into trouble that never deſerved 
1 | 


For this is a plain Caſe in what they have 


Acted: Firſt, in their going over Night and [weat- 
ing me and my Wife into this Robbery ; and they 
# finding I was likely to get off of this, by giving 
a a juſtand true Account how I came from London, 
and bringing the Watermen 
Truth of what I ſaid. | 


that declar*d to the 


They did not think ſo much of ibis, as they 


| 3 thought of the other, which they had over 
Night, put into the Fire, and by next Morning 


had hammer'd one out, between Fulham and 

Chelſea (and my Wife moved out of this into 
the other) which Robbery never was committed; 
for having a miſtruſt of their Villainy (tho? I ſaid 
nothing) I was reſolv'd to be quick enough for 


3 them; I ſent Letters to my Friends to inquire 
into the ſaid Robbery, if any ſuch, and how, 


and who, and where, and when, and what they 
loſt, and whether there was a lame Man, or a 
Woman in it: + They ſent me word it was a Sin 
ſuch a Uillain ſhould go without Juſtice done 


him, for they had been with the Conſtables of 


both Towns, and inquired into the Robbery of 
the Egg- Man, and that there was no ſuch ever 
committed: J ſent to one of hig Brothers to let him 
know my unhappy Circumſtance ; and he, and 


another Brother of his, ſent me an Anſwer, 


with theſe words following : 
W. 


E 
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Mr. Sherwin, - | Jag bY 
AY Brother Freemen, aud J, am —_ ſorry 
that you and your poor Family ſhould ſuffer 
under the falſe Accuſations of our vile Brother, which 
J am aſſured you do; I doubt it is impoſſible to ſave 
my poor wicked Brother's Life, we can do no good 
without we make Intereſt with the Fudge that goes 
the Aſſizes, when we will do our Endeavours to 
ſerve you, and ſave his Life : We have made Inquiry 
on the Robbery between Fulham and Chelſea ; 
there never was no ſuch done; he ought to have no- 
thing but the Priſon Allowance, for being ſuch a 
Rogue: As for that on Epping-Foreſt, I can give 
no Account of, ſo I-defire he will ſend the Truth, 
for Wilkinſon is now in New-Priſon, &c. 


3 Joſeph Goodman, 
Sign'd, 3 Luftman Freeman. 


But right or wrong, the Conſtable was to 
find Men to prove this Robbery, in hopes of the 
Reward, and I ſhould be very glad to ſee ſuch 
Gentlemen (commoly call'd the Knights of the 
Poſt) to appear before a Judge, that I might de- 
tect them in their Uillainy; and be a means to 
bring them to Juſtice; for upon Tryal, I could 
make it appear, that I was not able all that 
Month, and a great while before, as they ſay it 
was committed, which was December laſt, and 
before Chriſtmas, to come out of my Chamber; 
ſo that Mr. |Þoffible muſt begin the Rule of 
Practice once more, for he is not perfect in it 
as yet, 


That 


"LF: 1 
That Morning I took Water at Billingsgate, 
an Oyſter Woman and my Son fell out ; the 
Woman ſtruck the Child, my Wife going to 
bring him away, a few Words aroſe between 
them, as is uſual in thoſe Caſes; the Conſtable 
hearing of it by ſome of the Watermen, ſaid, I 
was a Villain, and that L only wanted to Pick- 
pockets, when at that time I was in the Alebouſe, 
and I am a very likely Man to be a Pick pocket, 
* with a Crutch in one hand and a ſlick in the 
bother, and to be a Hizhwayman ! is much more 
Wonderful. 
; I muſt acknowlege this worthy Gentleman 
(the Rogue the Conſtable I mean) was. very 
civil, and uſed us in a very decent Manner, and 
made us lodge with him all Night, whether we 
would or no; and being the King's Officer, (the 
more is. the pity) he rais'd a ſtrong Guard, and 
places them both within and without, that No- 
body ſhould diſturb us of our Reſt, and woyld 
not let me be at the Charge of a Coach the nèxt 
Day, ſo mounted us on Horſeback. ; 

I believe he is a very good Riding Maſter, 
for he ſhow'd me how to ſit ſtrait, with my Arms 
; cloſe to my Sides, and made me faſt under his 
+ Belly, for fear I ſhould fall and run away without 
my Crutches, he likewiſe tied my Wife behind 
to hold me up, and ſent four Men, well mounted, 
at the Pariſh Charge, to take great Care of us, 
| and in this Triumphant manner we rode to 
+ Maidſtone Fair, where we was kindly Enter- 
* rain'd at a Place call'd the Chequezs, it being 
! a very good Inn for Accommodations, and has 
a very good Trade, for they are never empty; 
and Mr Coppin, the Landlord, is extraordinary kind 
and courteous to his Cuſtomers, and nzver is willing 

/ D to 
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Pint 
to part with them till ſuch times as they are going to 


_ depart this World, and then be ſees them on their” 


Journey as far a Pickenden Meath. 

| You may well think that I am very much be- 
holden to the Conſtable in ſending me there for 
the ſame Intent, for he left no Stone unturn'd to 
make a Thief of me; but I defy'd him and all 
the World; and if I was ever fo bad, they are 
worſe, that ſtrives to Rob and Plunder their Coun- 
try, by finding falſe Accuſers, and endeavour to 
ſwear the Lives of Innocent People away, and 
ſhed their precious Blood for a little Reward ; 
which Reward for G@dman, they ought to be- 
ſtow on me for the wrong they have done, in 
being the total Ruin of my poor Family, 

I was continually at O@dMan to confeſs our 
Innocency, and he finding he was not likely to 
eſcape Juſtice, and I, ſhewing him the Impoſſibi- 
lity of his ever proving any Thing againſt us, it 
pleaſed God to turn his Heart, and confeſs his 
Faults, and declar'd, the Conſtable came into 
the Room to him, and made all depart but him- 
felf, and faid, that that was the time they did 


my Buſineſs, then it was as the Conſtable and I 


order'd how Matters ſhould be laid, he was the 
ſole Contriver of forming my Words what I 
ſhould ſay. the next Morning to Mr Mayor againſt 
Tho. Wilkinſon, yourſelf and Wife. | 

This Tho. Wilkinſon is the other Innocent Per- 
ſon, as Codman's Brother mentions in his Let- 
ter, which he Impeach'd in a Robbery on Epping- 
Foreſt, and the Conſtable took Directions where 
to find him, thinking to have gone that Night, 
but. here the Biter was Bit, and both Bit at laſt, 
as you ſhall hear, 
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The Conſtable neglecting to go that Night, 
but thinking to ſet out bętimes in the Morning, 


gave Opportunity to another Man as todman 
had told as he was going to Goal, (be Man be- 


70 ing one of our Guard) home he got that Night, 


and finding Silver not gone, away he flies ! to 
London, and takes Wilkinſon, who was clapp'd into 
New-Priſon, but to no purpoſe, for he was honour- 


; | ably diſcharg'dat the Seſſions the 2 1ſt of May, to 
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the great Diſappointment of the Infamous Pr. 
olt - 


> William Silver, 7»nk-eper, Conſtable and 


maſter of Graveſend ; (this is he that got 140/. 
for taking the Jeu at Canterbury, you ſhall hear 
in what manner, in the Life of G@dman.) 
When Goodman confeſt theſe Words, he 
faid, they lay ſo heavy on his Conſcience, that 
he could not reſt Night nor Day, till he declar'd 
the Truth, and ask'd God and me Pardon for 
the Wrong he had done me and my poor Fa- 


mily, in falſly (wearing againſt us. I deſir'd 


him to give it me in Writing, and under his 


Hand, which he willingly did in theſe Words 
following. | 


I Thomas Goodman, 4o acknowledge that 7 
bave falſely and wickedly (by the Advice of 
Mr Silver, Conſtable) Impeached John Serwin and 
his Wife, in the Robbery I committed myſelf near Mel- 
ton-Church, the 29th of April, .and likewiſe in 
another between Fulham and Chelſea, that never 
was, and I do, from the bottom of my Heart, aſe 
God and he Pardon for the Wrong I have done him 
and his poor Family, for I never heard a bad Cha- 
rafter of him. | 

＋ 1 do further declare upon my Conſcience, as I 
expelt no other than being - dying Man, theſe are 
| 2 


tie 


[207 
the Words under written that the ſaid Silber ſpoke 


to me, having turn'd all out of the Room. 
Don't ponder now, if you know of any Robbe- 
ries, Peech Sherwin and his Wife in them, it's 
no matter where, for if you will but (wear againſt 
them, I will go to London, and get Men to prove 
it, and think of another Perſon. Be ſure you ſtand 
faſt to your Integrity, and keep yourſelf in one Story, 
and take Care in what you ſay, and ſay the ſame to 
the Men that fit up with you all Night, for they 
will be aſting you ſeveral Queſtions, but be ſure you 
think of another Robbery, for Sherwin perhaps may 
get off of this, and that is the way to ſave your 
own Life, and I ſhall get Forty Pound apiece for 
banging them. 
' Theſe are the Words, I ſolemnly declare, that cauſed 
me to Impeach Sherwin and his Wife (that now hes 
in Goal, and another innocent Perſon, ons Thomas 
Wilkinſon, and acknowlege myſelf into two Robbe- 
ries that never were committed, in Hopes io ſave my 


own Life. 
Witneſs my Hand this 8th Day of June 1730. 


Thomas Edman. 


The Conffable to be ſure will deny all this, 
but the Circumſtances J have laid down is Juſt and 
True; and tho? it has pleaſed God to afflict me 
with Sickneſs and Lameneſs for ſome time paſt, 
inſomuch, that by theſe Calamities I am very 
much reduc'd, but I muſt here tell him, I know 
my Duty to God and Man as well as he, and 
defy ! him to bring any Perſon that knows me ro 
Stain (that as I always priz'd) my good Character 
with many of the Nobility, Gentry, and * 

| Q 
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of Great Britain, Ireland, and other Nations as L 
have been in:: : s oh 8 

And as for what Scdman has declar'd, and 
under his own Hand, he may likewiſe ſay it is 


1 falſe, becauſe he hath prov'd a Rogue to me he 


may be the ſame to him; but it's no more than 
what I plainly foreſaw, that he vas the only Per- 
ſon that caus'd me to be ſent tþ Goal, and what 


denn it now avail G@dman to declare thoſe things 
of him that is falſe, when he expects no other 
than being a dying Man, he can't think it's 


any Means to ſave his Life, ſo much as it did 
when he ſwoze Three innocent Perſons into ſuch 
Robberies that never were committed, then he had 
Hopes, but now he has none; his Conſcience flew 


in his Face for what he had done; and expreſs'd 
> thoſe Words with Tears in his Eyes, the Robbery 


which I committed lies heavy upon me; but what 
I have done to you and your Family is more 
than I can bear, and can't ask God Pardon with 
a true Heart to forgive me my Sins till I have 
declar'd the Truth, it was the Conffable's 
Fault in what I bave done, for he made me drunk 
over Night with Wine, and order'd I ſhould bave 
any thing 1 call'd for, and told me ] had a whole 
Night to think of what I had to do, and ſaid, 
he was not right ſober when he got to Maid- 
ſtone. I had like to have forgot one Circumſtance, 
but I believe it is ina very proper Place. 

When we were before the Juſtice, my Wife 
was left ſome Time behind ; and after I was 
taken away, the Town-Clerk ſaid, he could not 
tell what to do bur diſcharge us, for it was im- 
Poſſible for us to be in this Robbery ; the Con- 
ſtable made Anſwer, and ſaid, As for this I can't 
fell, but there is the other between Fulham and 


Chelſea, 


| L 22 J 
Chelſey, that's true b, and tb as well 
lie in Goal for one, = the why, Thus Thy Ul- 
lain ſpoke true enough; but for the Robbery, he 
was to Play his Part (the Bogue's) in this Mem 
Cragedp, that never was Acted before, for this 

wicked Autboz's own Benefit; fo here I preſent 
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you with a Bill. 
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| Never Acted before, 
For the Benefit of — Silver, Conſtable of 
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Y A New Tragi-Comedy, call'd 


be The Rogue's Contrivance ; or, An 
3 Eaſy Way to get Sixſcore Pound. 
By the-beſt Actors that ever appear d on @ Stage. 


The Names, and Characters, in the Play. 


XZ Adviſer 5 (Mr Devil. 
Grand Rogue {| Mr Conttable. 8 
1 Arch Rogue Mr a Tallowchandler. — 
3 Impudent Rogue Mr a Tapſter. 
X Knight of the Poſt| Mr a Basket-maker. 
1 Highwayman by Mr Ewodman. 
Kacbel Lander The young Woman that was 
2 Ege-Man A Perſon unknown, for bis 
% | own Diverſion, 
Doctor Cure-All ] Hack Catch. 


— 


Graveſend, 


And the Part of the Two FOOLS, by SHERWIN 
; and his Wife. "RS 
8 4 q And all the other Parts to the beft Advantage. 
7 ene Pickenden-Heath, 


With ſeveral Entertainments, particularly a Caper 


out of this World, into the Other, by the 
| Two FOOLS. Y 


Beginning oxatlly between 11 and 12 a-Clock, 
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_ informd fince, that the. F iſt Three were to ſhare 
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You ſee that I, and my Wife, was to Act the 
two Principal Parts, to the Conftable's Advantage z 
for we was to be drawn in a Tybutn Coach acroſs 
the Stage, wich Halters below our Heads, 
hanging down like a Pendant. We were to have 
Books and Noſegays in our Hands ; one.to pray 
ourſelves out of the World, the other to ſmell to, for 
fear wwe ſhould faint on our Journey. We were to 
have White Caps, to pull down over our Faces, 
that we ſhould not ſee, when we took our leap into 
the Elyſian Shades : There was to be Crouds of 
People, as Spectators, to ſee us paſs along: There 
was to be a ſtrong Gllard from all Parts, with 
Pikes, Halberts, and Staves, to ſhow us the right 
way; with Men, Women, and Children, crying, 
The laſt Words and Confeſſion, and dying Speech, 
of the — Fool — and — his — Wife : In ſhort, 
we did not like to be fooPd out of our Lives with 
this Tragical Part; ſo ſlipt our Necks out of 
the Halters, and damn'd the Play, and fell to 
Comedy, as you will ſee by my Advertiſement, 

At the time of the A/izes, the Conſtable un- 
derſtanding that he ſhould be queſtion'd for hig 
unjuſt Mꝛoceeding, brought one Mr Meadows, 
a Tallow Chandler, and Mr Sibley, a jacket Make 
erg with that vile Rogue, and falſe Cililain, His 


 Tapfter, to ſpeak in his behalf, and they were 


ready, to:'{wear any thing for him, and to that, 
as I am ſure was as falſe as God is true; 
but, theſe are the Bone of his Bone, all Rules 
alike, and the very R—yes that help'd him to 
compoſe the Play, and eſpecially the Tallow- 
Chandler, he being the Man chat ſar with Gagd- 


man when I was firſt taken, whilſt the Con- 


ſtable ran to and again to me, and I have been 


the 
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appear very ſurprizing; with Cards and Birds 
Y flying 
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the Reward for Me, my Wife and Thomas Wil 
kinſon, which, at Forty Pound a-piece, makes Six- 
core. 

. At the Time of the A/izes, there was a Gen- 
tlewoman from Chatham, that ask'd Silber, What 
he meant in doing what he had done to us? Why, 
ſaid he, he is a Rogue: Then, faid the Genlle- 
woman, mark what follows, for you had better to 
have given Five Hundred Pound then ever concern'd 
yourſelf * that Rogue. Poh! Pol ! ſaid Siber, 
J ſhall make a NRegue on him, and J will ſoon 
ſet forth his praiſe. — But here I {hall ſave hm 
the trouble, and ſet forth my Chara#er in the 
true Light, and better than he can expreſs it hiniſelt, 
and more then he POSSIBLY can think of as I will 
make appear. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


Notice is hereby given to all People whatſo- 
ever; Old or Young ; Rich or Poor; great 
Ones or little Ones ; Married Men or Batche- 
lors; Wives, Widows, Maids or Maukins 
Wiſe, or Otherwiſe ; eſpecially to the IKNaves 
and Fools of Gꝛaveſend. 


HAT I am the Man that People call 

famous SHERWIN, who for my Art, 

(but not the thieving Art) is ſo much admir'd 

by all the Nobility, Gentry, and others, with 
great Applauſe. 

I perform the Dexterity of Hand, to the great- 


eſt Perfection, as cauſing Fruit, Flowers, Fiſh, 
Birds, Beaſts, and other creeping Things, to 


| [26] 
fearing and jumping in and out of Eggs; and 
the great Performance of the little Hen, that lays 
a Buſhel of Golden Eggs; with the Springing 
of the wonderful large Oak, with all its Boughs, 
Branches, Leafs, Acorns dropping, and a Sow 
and Ten Pigs running out of the Stump, or Root 
of the Tree, and eats them all up; with /wo Men 
hewing it down, and then it's gone; likewiſe 
the cutting off the Man's Head, and taking 
it from his Body, and makes him whole again, 
ſo that he riſes up and Dances Jiggs, Minuets, 
Boureys, Corants, Hornpipes and Sarabands, 
and ſhows all manner of Poſtures (except turn- 
ing himſelf, inſide out); to the Wonder and Ad- 
miration of all Spectators: You will alſo ſee the 
little Turkey Horſe, lately arriv'd from off the 
Deſerts of Arabia, he is but ſeven Hands high, 
very ſwift of Foot, and fit for a Gzabeſend 
Poſt-Maſter 3 for bell run Twenty Miles at length, 
and find cut the greateſt Rogue within that diſtance 
of London; he ſhows many Tricks, as playing 
of Cards, and tells Money extraordinary quick; 
for he can ſpeak as well as any Horſe in Exg- 
land; for, he ſays, two Forty Pounds makes Four- 
ſcore, which is the Reward for any two Highway- 
men that Rides to}Pickenden-Death ; and for your 
further Accommodations, you ſee the Variety of 
the Ariificial-Mill, that's look'd upon to be a 
great Rarity, and of wonderful Uſe ; eſpecially 
in grinding Old Women Young, and making them 
look as fairand as beautiful as Virgins of Eighteen. 
This, and ſeveral other Diverſions of Ingenuity, 
very Curious to all Beholders, which I Challenge 
the World to perform the ſame; beginning half 
an Hour after Two a-Clock ; I can't tell whether 
it will be Three, Four, Five, or Six, It's no 
| Matter 
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Matter when; it may be before; or it may be 
after, it's all one for that; all that is to do, is 
to Conſult ; whether it is Poſſible for me to do all 
this in the time. Vid. & Page 4, 6. | 
And here P'll quote the ſaying of Butler in his 
Hudibras. ; 


Doubtleſs the Pleaſure is as great, 
Of being cheated, as to cheat. 


A great part of this I have perform'd before 
their preſent Majeſties; and I mention this as one 
of my Characters, to let the World ſee; That I 
am that Sherwin, that never was aſham'd of my 
Name, or Actions; and can aſſure the Conſtable, 


he took the wrong Perſon to anſwer his unjuſt 


Ends; and I promiſe all People whatſoever, 
never to turn Highwayman, till. ſuch times I have 
ſearch'd the World round, and found out Pacco- 
let's Horſe, and Fortunatus's Inviſible Wiſhing-Cap 3 
and then it will be pe/ible for me, to fly over 
TUindmill-hiil,, and not be ſeen by the wicked 
People of G2aveſend, from whom, I pray, 
Good GOD! deliver me. 

I am till perſecuted, under the worſt of Perſe- 
cutions, The Conſtable has not got his full Re- 
venge of me as yet, but Jet him do his worſe, 
there is a Great GOD ſees all his Actions, and will 
not ſuffer him to go unpuniſh'd for the Wrong be 


4 bas done me and my poor Family. Let him draw 


near, and behold a Father and a Mother periſping 
ina Coal; let him draw nearer, and view with 
thoſe monſtrous Eyes of his, their dear Children 
that are wanting Bread; let him come cloſer yet, 
and ſee their Parents Grief, and their tender Infants 


Tears; let him look ſtedfaſt on us all, and conſi- 
E 2 der 
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der what he has done, to our total Deſtruction and 
Ruin; for now AlPs gone, my Goods ſcix d, turn'd 
out of Houſe and Home; my Children in the Streets; 
the loſs of Friends; the ſcandal to my Relations, and 
what I valued moſt of all, my good Name amongſt 
all Mankind ; and now muſt lie longer in Goal, 
having not where withal to gain my Inlargement, 
and all this for Nothing | 

I now leave it to all People, and to the Judg- 
ment of the whole World, whether I have not 
the greateſt Reaſon, as ever Man had, to vindi- 
cate myſelf, and tho* the Conſtable threatens me 
with Proſecution for publiſhing Copies of GW - 
man's Words, which I have from under his own 
Hand, I do once more declare, that I will Pub- 
liſb them, (all his Words, ) whether true or falſe, 
(and they ought ſo to be for a Caution to all Man- 
kind) and in my Deſcription of the Country of Gg- 
tham (Vid. + 7. 13.) I ſhall give a large Character 


of a Pernicious Innkeeper, the . worſt of all 
Callings, in that Part of the World. There ſhall 


not be a Townin England but what ſhall have them, 
The Royal HAD hall not eſcape, to let the King- 
dom know my Innocent unhappy Caſe, and the 
great Wrong they have done me, to the total 
Ruin of my Family; and what good People will 
blame me for ſo doing, when our O LIVES 
was the Pledge to anſwer their unjuiſt Ends. 

I have given a juſt and true Account of my 
unkoztunate Journey, and the (firſt I have taken 
this Three Years paſt; for I have been Sick and 
Lame ever ſince, and had much more need to have 
been ſent to an Hoſpital then be thrown into a loath- © 
fome Ooal, and juſt at a Time as I was about 
Petitioning his MAFESTY (having the Intereſt 
of a Noble Lord) for His moſt GRACIOUS Letter 
for Chelſea, But 
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1d But what Noble Man will ſtand by me whilſt I 
d lie under theſe ſcandalous Alperſions and falſe 
3 Accuſations, till ſuch Time I make it appear (and 
d F Publ/b it in all our News-Papers) that I am Inno- 


F# ent of what is laid to my Charge, by ſuch 


2 


I, wicked, inhuman, and barbarous People, 
t, and Retrieve my Character and Reputation with 
that Worthy and Honourable Lord, whoſe Patent 
2 J have. 
pt I am a Man that Faithfully ſerv'd my Country 
1- both by Sea and Land, and have Honourable Cer- 
* tificates. I here ſhew the Copy of one given me 
J- by the Right Honourable my Lord Marquis de 
n Montandre. 
h. | 
5 7 Do hereby recommend the Bearer hereof, John Sher- 
1- win, and do certifie, (being well aſſured) that be 
]- Jervedin the late War in Flanders, in the Regiment 
r of Foot, commanded by the Honourable Colonel Hill, 
II and in Captain Duterm's Company, and that he re- 
11 ceiv'd ſeveral Wounds, and taken Priſoner at Leffen, 
n. in a Party commanded by Colonel Coffield; and at 
2 the Siege of Mons received a Hurt in one of bis 
le Thighs, which diſabled him from further Service, and 
al as ſuch was diſcharged and recommended to Chel- 
Il! ſea-College, by Captain John Edwards of the afore- 
8 ſaid Regiment, whoſe care he was under, coming for 
England; but having recover'd Strength, he was 
y unwilling to fit Idle, whilſt his Country's Cauſe 
n requir'd his Service, he voluntary enter*d himſelf in 
d my Regiment, (when Raiſing) in Captain John 
e Hudſon's Company, and was of great Service in 
9 Recruiting the ſame; and continued in the Station of 
at Corporal and Sergeant till the Reducement, and 
ſt always bebaved himſelf as becometh a good Soldier. 
er | 
ut That 
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Phat be hath often been Lame of the aforeſaid 

Hurt, and now his Pain and Anguiſh is return d ſo 

violent on him, that he has gone above two Years on 

Crutches, 10 the Ruin of his Family, and now 

oblig*d to ſeek for a Penſion, his Damage being re- 
ceiv'd in the Service. 


London, April the | 
20th, 1730. Sign'd, 


MONTAND RE. 


This, and ſeveral others, I can produce to my 
Charafter, and the Conſfable may ſee, I have 
been a Staff-Officer as well as himſelf, but with 
this great Difference, he for his Rogutſhneſs and 
Uillainy in the Town of G2aveſend 3 and I for 
the good of my Country and the whole Realm, 
in ſerving my SOVEREIGN for the Honour of 
his Crown and Dignity, in many an Engagement, 

_ with the Loſs of Blood and Limbs ; but of all 
the Battles, Sieges, and Storms, as ever I have been 
in, never was in ſo much Danger of being Loſt, 


as in this great Tempeſt, 
The End of the C A S E. 


As ſoon as my Lord receiv'd this my Cast; 
his Lordſhip was ſo good to order Me and my 
Wife to be ſet at Liberty, much againſt the Inch- 
nation of the Goaler, who would not carry us to 


Court (as is uſual) with the other Priſoners, _ 
| Ja 
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faid, There was nothing againſt us, what ſhould we 
do there? His Deſign was to have delay'd the 
Time till the Judge was gone, to have kept us for 
our Fees. | 

I comprehended his meaning very well, and 
told him, I would Conjure the Doors open; which 
Words he found to be true; for I ſent a Letter 
to my Lord to let him know the Goaler's Intent, 
who immediately ſent freſh Orders to turn us forth- 
with out : He now was obliged to obey the Word 
of Command, to unlock the Doors; ſo open they 
Flew, and let the two Fools into the feveet Air 
(that we had not enjoy'd for twelve Weeks be- 
fore) to bring us to our right Senſes, with this Com- 
Pliment from our kind and loving Ozuff Landloꝛd, 
begone, for I want no ſuch Gueſts here. 

No ſooner was I ſet at Liberty, but I went 
directly to pay my Reſpecis to my GREAT Deliverer, 
that Worthy Gentleman the Honourable Mr Juſtice 
PROBYNE (whoſe Memory will always be impreſt 
in my Heart) to return his LORDSHIP Thanks for 
our happy Deliverance, and to the no ſmall Foy and 
Comfort of my Dear Children, that were wanting 
Bread. 

I likewiſe never ſhall forget the kind Uſage I 
receiv'd in that good Town of Maidſtone, from all 
People in general, and the many Gifts that was 
ſent us from unknown Hands to help us Home, with 
many other Favours, as you will ſee by the Copy 
of a Certificate that the Worſhipful Mr Mayor was 
pleaſed to give me, together with the Miniſter 
that tended on Sodman, and the High-Sberiff of 
the County of Kent. 


Maidſtone, 


C227 
Maidſtone, | 


I wheſe Hands are here under-written, do Cer- 
tifie, That John Sherwin, and his Wife, was 


faifly and wickedly accuſed by Thomas Good- 
man (who now lies Condenmed in this Goal) 
of a Robbery which he Himſelf committed on Rachel 


Lander, near Melton-Church, Gtaveſend, the 
29th of April 1730. | 
Witneſs our Hands the roth of Auguſt 1730. 


George Curtis,  Deodatus Bye, 
Mayor. Miniſter, 


Mawdaly Beſt, Vice-com. 
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I was willing to ſtay ſome time longer in 
Maidſtone to write Oggaman's Confeſſion and 


dying Speech, but I was trick'd out of the 
laſt a Reprieve ; it is but for further Orders, 


fo I have one Chance left yet, and I don't queſtion 
but I ſhall ſee the Conſfable and him have their 
juſt Deſerts; but all in good time: And ſince he 
has chous'd me out of his laſt CUMoꝛds, I here 
content my ſelf, for the preſent, to publiſh the 
Life and Tranſactions of this wicked Yan 
as I have pick'd out of his Relations, Friends, and. 
others, and have Perſons to prove the ſame, he being 
an old Offender from his Cradle, as you ball 
bear by what I ſhall ſet forth, I have likewiſe ſet 
down my arrival at Ozaveſend in my way Home, 
and barbarous Afage I met with from one of 
his Brothers at my coming to Longon, which was 
the Reaſon that induced me to make this Inquiry, 
for before I never heard a bad Character, I hav- 
ing no other Knowledge then once Renting a Room 
of him during the Time of Bartholomew- Fair. a 

The 
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der- The Life of Thomas Goodman. 


Was 
— HIS Thomas Goodman was the Son of 
chel Fohn Goodman, that kept the Cooks-Shop at 


the the Sign of the Lion and Lamb in Gili/purſtreet,. 
| Pye-corner : His Father, by his honeſt Induſtry, 
began to appear pretty well in the For/d, much 


about the time the Pꝛeſton Rebels were in JZews 
ate. | | 
, For young Tom was conſtantly imploy'd to 
tend on thoſe Gentlemen, in carrying them 
Viftuals, and runing of their Errands; ſo that he 
became at that time a very great Favourite of 
Parſon Paul, (and by what I have heard him ex- | 
preſs, I am ſure he bears his Jnclinattons to this 
Day) for when he went to Execution, Tom 
kneeled down in the Sledge, and kiſs'd him, 
and, as I am inform'd, ask d him Bleſſing, and 
wept bitterly. He was ſo ſore troubled for the 
loſs of ſo good a Maſter, that his Friend thought 
he would run into Deſpair; ſo ſent him to his 
Grandmother*s, thinking by that means to Cure him 
of his Yelancholly ; but that did not do, for 
in a ſhort time, he writes Home, to acquaint 
them, that he was troubled with Viſions and Ap- 
paritions, and that Angels appear'd to him; and to 
let them know, he was calPd by God to be a 
Parſon, and deſired to be ſent for to be brought 
up as ſuch, | 
Tom by ſome means or other got Home, and 
fell to his old Trade, in viſiting his good Neigh- 
bours in Newgate, where it's thought he got 
acquainted with ſome of the light-finger*d Gentle- 
men ; for preſently after * he betook himſelf 
| | £9 
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to the Art of Thievin 
thoughts of following t 
Maſter, Parſon Paul, 
Some time after; his Father put him Appren- 
tice to a Copper-Plate Printer, where he play'd 
many Rogues Tricks, to ſupply himſelf with 
Money to play at Cards, and Skittles, and other 
Gaming, which he took great Delight in: Things 
was 2 loſt out of his Father*s-Houſe, inſo- 
much, they miſtruſted the Maid, and was for 
turning her away, but the Thief was at length 
found out; the Maid's Box was broke open, and 
her Money and Cloaths gone, to a conſiderable 
Value. | 

The Maid was ſure that Tom was the Thief; 
ſtrict ſearch was made, his Haunts found out, 
where he had made away the Goods ; it being 
plainly prov'd, the Maid was for Proſecuting him; 
but his Father making her Satisfaction, ſhe agreed 
and made up the Robbery, and poor Tom was 
ſent to the Eaſt-Indies to eſcape the Gallows, 

Tom having made a Voyage to the Indies, 
and return'd Home, his Father got him all Imple- 
ments fit for his Trade, (but he did not love work) 
and being grown a luſty young Fellow, he looks 
out for a Wife for him, thinking that when he was 
Married he would be beiter; the old Gentleman was 
not long before he found one out, which was the 
Widow Poole, that kept the Dolphin Alehouſe in 
Smithfield, Tom being her fourth PÞuUSband, 

Mr Goodman (for ſo we muſt call him, he 
being a married Man, and a Houſekeeper) thought 
now to live a Gentleman's Life; his Trade was 
thrown aſide, and his Dependance was on the 
Tap; but he was as idle in this as in the other, 
minding nothing but running Abroad, from one 
| | Houſe 


. and had no more 
e Profeſſion of his old 


TIF 
Houſe to another; looking out for Companion 
at Cards, Dice, Skittles, and Shuffle-Board, in- 
ſomueh, that he loſt the Caſtom of his Houſe. 
Things beginning thus to decay, he made them 
worſe by privately making away with his own 


Goods, and giving out they were Stole, and lay. 


ing it on Innocent Perſons, 

Godman's Mother being dead, and his Father 
Marrying again, left his Houſe for his Son 
Thomas, and ſettled him in the Cooks-Shop, (think- 
ing that would do) but it was all one to him, let 
who would Work, he was reſolv'd to Play, till 
ſuch time he play'd himſelf into the Fleet, where 
he play'd ſeveral Pranks for his Wife keeping on 
the Shop, and he having the Liberty of the Rules, 
he would often come Home and beat her, and take 
the Money from her, or keep her in talk 
while ſome of his Companions came privately 
and run away with a Pig, or Gooſe, or any other 
Joint, for what they liked beſt, he would be fure to put 
in their Way, and go to another Houſe and mate 
merry. This Courle of Life he led, till his poor 
Wife could hold it no longer, and ſo ſhut up Shop. 

He was a great grief to his Father, and I be- 
lieve, the wicked Life he led, was a means to 
break the poor old Man's Heart, for he died and 
would not ſuffer his Son to come near him before be 
departed this Life. 

Now all being gone, but a little as his Wife 
ſupply'd him with, he betook himſelf to his old 
Shifts of Thieving and Pilfering once more. Some I 
can Name; his Robbing Mr Adams, a Currier, of 
Six Skins ; Mrs Poole of a Silver Spoon, Mr 
Smith, a Bruſhmaker, of a Pair of Sheers, Mr 
Tomkins of a Silver Spoon, and pick'd his Pocket 


of a Guinea; Mrs Beal? of a Holland Shirt, 
| F 2 which 
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which ſhe was forc'd to pay Fifteen Shillings for; 
and he was a very Dexterous Fellow in Forging of 


Notes, and getting Money on them when he had 


done, and follow'd that Trade for ſome Time, 
till at length he was detected in his Villainy, in 
Drawing two Notes in the Name of Mr Wren, 
Leatiherſeller, in Weſt-Smithfield, and Diſcounted 
one with Mr Baker, at the Adam and Eve in Pan- 
cras, the other with a Shoemaker in the Long- 
Row, which Mr Wren was obliged to pay, and 
would not Proſecute him, he being a Neighbour, 
and ſaid, his hand was lo well Counterfeited that he 
could not have known it, but as be knew be never 
had written them. 

Goodman continuing in the Fleet waiting for 
the Act for the Relief of Inſolvent Debtors, and 
following a very wicked Courſe of Life, at 
length was put up cloſe Priſoner, There he 
continued till the Honourable Committee was appoin- 
ted to Inſpect into the State of the Goals of the 
Nation. Now he thought this was his only Time 
(for this Gzand Rogue ſtuck out at nothing) as 
you ſhall ſee by his Inpoſing on the whole Legiſla- 
ture, in the Caſe of Mr Thomas Bambridge, late 
Warden of the Fleet, who being queſtion'd for 
the Murder of one Mr Caſtell, chis Villain Goob: 


man obtruded himſeif upon the Honourable Com- 


miltee as a material Witneſs, and accordingly give 
Evidence at Guildball, London; but with ſuch im- 
probable Circumſtances, that he gained no manner 
of Belief; nor indeed I can't ſee how it was Poſſible 
he ſhould, for he himſelf confeſt publickly, what I 
have inſerted in his Behaviour under Sentence of 
Death ; and I can't omit one material Point ; 
for after G@dMman's Commitment to Maidſtone 
Goal, Mr Bambridge came there to ſee him, — 

alter 
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after ſitting with him more then a quarter of an 
Hour, he aſk'd O@dman, if he did know him, 
or had ever ſeen him before; Goodman anſwer'd, 
That be never had ſeen him; Mr Bambridge, ſaid, 
ſurely you muſt be miſtaken, don't you remember 
theſe Cloaths ? (pointing to them), Ga@dman „i 
anſter d no. Whereupon, Mr Bambridge told him 
who, and what he was, and ſaid, What induc'd 
vou to be ſuch an abandoned (Jiflatn to ſwear 
kalſly againſt a Man that you did not know, nor 
never injured you, at which OaMdman fell upon 
his Knees, confeſt the Wrong he had done, in 
ſwearing falfly againſt him, and begged GOD 
and his pardon for ſo doing. | 
Gwdman having got clear of all His Debts by 
the Act, he fell to his Trade of the Rowling Preſs 
once more, and put it up at his Brother. in-lato's, 
being the ſame Houſe where he married his Wife, 
the Dolphin Alebouſe in Smithfield ; but he went on 
as Uſual (for Work and he was always at ftrife) 
and continued there but a ſhort time, before they 
miſt ſeveral of their Goods, and reprimanding him 
about them, ſaid, Surely, he muſt be the Thief. 
Goodman ſwoze and curſe he knew nothing of 
them ; but by inquiry, they found where he had 
pawn'd ſome of them. Ig was reſolv'd to be 
even with them for finding his roguery out, ſo 
went directly to the Landlord, and told him, that 
his Brother was going to run away; he came and 
ſeiz*d on all their Goods, turn'd them out of Doors, 
and the poor Man fled (with two of his Children) 
into the Country, to avoid the Fury of his Credi- 
tors; and his Wife (which is Godman's Wives 
Siſter) left behind in a very poor Condition, he 
being the total Ruin of the whole Family, and in the 
midſt of the Hurry, whilſt the Landlord was there, 


he 


. 


lates as he could well carry off. 

Aſter this his mind run on keeping a Publick- 
Houſe once more, and accordingly heard of one 
in Hog-Lane, near Shoreditch, wherein there where 
ſeveral Goods and Utenſils to be Sold: Ihe very 
fairly took it, and got poſſeſſion of the Key, which 
gave him an Opportunity to Rob, Plunder, and 
carry away every thing that was there, and left the 
Landlord to ſeek out for a another Tenant, for he 
could not tell where to find this Crafty Anàvbe. 


Soodman's Vie was continually at him to 


mind his Work (ſince all was gone) for the main- 


tainance of his WO Children ; bur the Pariſh may 
take them for him, he would have nothing to 
do with Wife or Child, and very fairly left them 
10 ſhift for themſelves. 


This wicked Uillain had more mind to follow 
the Honourable Gentlemen of the Committee, to ſee 


whether he could be of any Service once more, and 
finding no great encouragement, betook Himſelf to 
Shifting and Shammacking about, here and there, 
and every where, borrowing of Money where he 
could get it, and Diſcounting of Notes, (you 
may be ſure they was ſome of the old ſort) 
for I have heard of ſeveral where he went to put 
them off, and they would have nothing to do with 
him nor his Notes, eſpecially Mr Wilkinſon in 
the Old-Baily. 

Pe never came near hig Family all this while, 
and often mov'd his Lodgings, ſo that he could 
not be found but by Chance. 

But by Enquiry I have found one out (in Char- 
ter-houſe-lane) where he Lodg'd but a ſhort time 
before he Robb'd Mr Franklin, his Landlord, 


of ſeveral Goods, and made off, /o this muſt be the 
Trade 


Je ran away with a large He- tine and as many 


for they would bang him, So this is plain, he 


L 39 1 

Trade he followed then, What drove him to 
G2aveſend, I can't find out; but theſe Words I 
have had from one of hig Relations, viz. Is 
well he is gone from this, for there is ſome in Lon- 
don would give ever-ſo much to know where he is, 


flew to eſcape Juſtice. 

De was loitering about Gzaveſeny for ſome 
time, and very ſeldom ſeen out of a Skitile-Grounds, 
but being the time of the Fair, little Notice was 
taken of him, yet ſome thought Him to be an 
1dle Fellow, for no body knew hig Buſineſs. Hav- 
ing no Money left, he began to play his old 
Pranks, with going into Houſes, and calling for 
Vidtuals and Drink, and then ſlip out of Doors. 
Some he told he dealt in Fruit, and he would pay 
them the next Morning; but on the 28th of 
April laſt, going into the three Mariners, (think- 
ing to go on his old way) he run a Score of 
Fourteen-Pence, and could not get an Opportunity to 
be gone, for the Landlady had a miſtruſt, and re- 
quired Payment for what he had: He told her 
the ſame Story as he had done to others; but that 
would not do, ſo he left a Cap and a Pair of Stock- 
ings for the Reckoning, and deſired to lie there, be- 
cauſe it was late, which hg did that 'Night with 
another Man, and got up early next Morning, and 
mad bold to empty his Bed-fellow*s Pockets, and 
went off undifcovered, but was taken in hig Ullli- 
any in the Afternoon, being the 29th, for Rob- 
bing Kachel Lander, on the King's Highway, and 
taking from her half a Guinea, (With his falſe 
Accuſation in Impeaching Me and my Wife, and 
another Innocent Perſon, together with the Hoꝛ- 
rible Contrivance of the Conſtable, and our 
Commitment to MaidFone Qoal, You may ſee in my 
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Being arriv'd at Maidſtone, Goodman was put 
into Double-Irons, and he behaved himſelf very 
well in them; for the firſt Night he could walk, 
caper, jump, and dance, as well as any old Offender 
there, and all the Priſoners (wo2e, that was not 
the firſt time he had worn Darby's (which is tbe 
cant name for Irons). pe knew how to bolſter 
them up, that they ſhould not hurt his Legs, 
and had the right cant Name for every thing, He 
call'd for Liquor to make them drink, and ſaid, he 


was glad to /ee them; and wiſh'd them all a fafe 


Deliverance ; but for his Part, he was ſure he was 
Safe, for he expected to be Bail'd out in Two or 
Three Days time. Me deſired me to ſit down and 
be merry, for I may thank my ſelf for what was done, 
for he was always unwilling to follow this Courſe 
of Life, till my per/wading him o it; and would 
never let htm reſt till I got him out of his 
Houſe, and was the Ruin of him; and ſaid, I 
could not be angry for what was done, for tbe 
oldeſt Offender ought to go firſt; and he did not 
care who it was, for he would hang his Father 
and all his Kindred before he would hang him- 
ſelk. | 

This is the way he went on the firſt Night. 
I took particular Notice of all his Actions, and 
for a Week or more, he ſeem'd to be but little 
concern'd for what he had done; and was ſure he 
could make out the Robbery againſt us; and 
writes a Letter to Mr Silber che Conſtable. 
with words to this effect. | 


SIR, | 
J F you exper? J. ſhould keep my Word againſt Sher- 
win and his Wife, J deſire you will ſend MC 


ſomething 10 ſubſiſt upon, for my Friends will do 
| | nothing 
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nothing for me, and you are ſure to get Forty 
Pound a-piece for them; and Sherwin is continually 


at me to confeſs, and ſays you was the only Man 
_ that advied me to Impeach them, Your Anſwer 


with ſpeed, 
Thomas Goodman, 


Before this Letter was ſent, he receiv'd a Let- 
ter from his two Brothers, to let him know 
they would do nothing for him; and as he work*d 
himſelf in, he may get out as well as he could, 
for he had brought all this upon himſelf, and 
it was no more than what they expected along 
while ago; adding, that his Mickedneſs was ſo 
great, in Impeaching me and my Wife (that were 
Innocent of all His wicked Actions) that he de- 
ſerved the worſt of Deaths. At the ſame time 
I received Letters from his Brothers, and my 
Friends. Vid. & page 15, 16. 

Goodman, finding that I had been too quick 
for the Conſtable and himlelf, began to relent 
for what he had done, and aſk'd my Pardon, 
and confeit all; and ſhew'd me the Letter he 
had wrote, in order to ſend to the Conftable, 
which confirm'd all my Thoughts and their wicked 
Actions, 4% my great Satisfaftion. 

I was willing to be further ſatisfied; I made 
him end the Letter; but the Conſtable did not 
think fit to anſwer it; and told me he never 
receiv'd it; but I am ſure he lies, for I had a 
Friend that put it into the Poſt at Maidſtone, and 
he is the Po/tmaſter of Graveſend, /o that it could 
not miſs Carriage ; and I don't doubt but our 
Good Landlozd the Goaler, gave him ſome 
Intelligence, for he took his Part very much, 
and often told my Viſe, that the Coz ſtable would 
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Indi& us at the Aſizes, and have us Whipp'd for 
abuſing the King's Officer. 
Goodman having taking all his Degrees, ex- 
cept hanging, he took up the Profeſſion of hig 
old Maſter Paul, and calls htmlelf a Parſon, 
for he reads Prayers twice a Day, with a very 
audible Voice; but ſuch a wicked Divine] never 
was ſeen; for he would be firſt at Cards, and 
then to Prayers, and from Prayers to Cards 
again; one time Tyrſing, another time Swwear- 
ing; ſometimes a Judge or a Juſtice, a Conſtable, 
a (Uitneſs, or a Thief-Taker ; in ſhort, he re- 
preſented all Parts of the Law, as much as the 
Dangman 5 he would Arr aign, condemn. hang, 
whip, burn, Sc. He was experter at this than 
all the old Thieves in Goal, and partly told 
them all what Puniſhment would be inflicted on them 
before they went to Trial. | 
He continued in this ſort of Pleaſure till the 
7th of June, when the Goaler ſtop'd a Letter of 
his, directed to hig Brother Joſeph Goodman, 
at the Sign of the Wheat-Sheaf, in Cock-lane, near 
Weft. Smithfield, deſiring him to make all the 
ſpeed he could to ſend him down Saws and 
other Tools, to break out of Goal ; whereupon 
he was taken from us and put into the Con- 
demn'd Hold, where he confeſt, that all the 
Priſoners, (except my /elf, and two more) were 
concern'd with him, whom they did defign to 
gag and tye, and ſo to make their Eſcapes : 
But if he had ſaid their Intent was to have 
murdered us, / am ſure he would bave ſpoke the 
Truth ; and here I will leave him to ponder on 
his paſt wicked Life, till the 22d of Juh, 
when he was called to the Bar of Fuſtice to 
anſwer to the Robbery he was committed for. 5 
n 
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On the Day aforeſaid, Thomas Gmbman 
was called to the Bar and Arraigned, and plead- 
ed not Guilty, ſo entered on Trial. 

Thomas Goodman was Indicted for aſſaulting 
Rachel Lander on the King*s-Highway, putting 
her in fear of her Life, and taking from ber 
half a Guinea the 29th of April laſt. 

The Proſecutor depoſed, that as ſhe was go- 
ing to Ozaveſend-Falr, and being on the Cauſe- 
way near Melton-Church, the Puſoner at the 
Bar came up to her, and walked a little way by 
her fide, as if he had been going to Town, 
and preſently he ſpoke to her, and ſaid, Madam, 
J muſt have your Money. She ſaid, She had none. 
But he ſwoze. e had, and would have it : With 
that /be took out half a Guinea lapp'd up in a Pa- 
per, and before he could give it him, he ſnatch'd 
it out of her Hand, and bid her make the beſt 
of her Way, and ſaid, Damn you, if you look 
back, PII Kill you. 
 S6be . Whether he ſaw any Body on 
the Road, She ſaid, there was no Body, for ſhe 
look'd round about to ſee whether there was any 
Body coming, and ſaid, She ſaw none, nor met none, 
but an Old Woman at the Towns End, which fhe did 
not ſpeak to. She was aſk'd what time of Day 
it was; She ſaid, about two a- Clock. Vid. oF 


Page 4. 


She was aſk'd, Whether he offer'd her any 


Violence; She ſaid, No, but ran away as faſt as 
he could towards Stroud, and trembled like an 


Aſpen-Leaf, when he took the Money-irom her. 


The two Men that took him, depoſed, that 
they had ſeen the Pꝛiſoner for ſome time in 
Town, and that they had play'd at Skittles 


with htm ſeveral . eſpecially the Night 
114011 | 2 


before 
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before the Robbery was committed, when he had 
not Money to pay for what he had Joſt ; and find- 
ing by the Deſcription the young Woman gave of 

im, he muſt be the Man, and taking him to 
an idle looſe Fellow, went to look for him 
in all the Skittle-Grounds in Town, thinking them 
the likelieſt Places to find him in: But not find- 
ing him, they bethought themſelves that they 
had ſeen him a Night or two before, at the 
Sign of the Dolphin in Silverſtreet, went there, 
and found him, and charg'd him with the 
Robbery, and ſent for the B ſſiler to take him 
into Cuſtody. 

The Puſoner had not much to ſay in His 
Defence, bur ſaid, he did it for want, and, that 
it was the firſ Robbery he ever committed, 
altho* he had {wom himſelf into iwo others that 
never was, and was heartily ſorry that He ſhould 
be perſwaded ſo to do by Mr Silver the Con- 
ſtable, which made his Crime the worſe, in 
falfly ſwearing againſt Innocent People. 

The Conſtable was call'd, who denied that 
ever he bid him Peach me and my Wife ; but ac- 
knowleged he ſaid Peech, peech, and that was 
all he aid; but if I had been there, I ſhould 
have aſk'd him, hy he did not carry me that 
Night before the Fuſtice as he did © Goodman? 
(for I was three Weeks in Goal before 1 knew 
that he had been that Night before bim, and the 
young Woman bad given ber Information, and his 
Miltimus given to the Conſtable 9% carry him 
zo Goal) where I could have clear'd my/elf of 
this Robbery, and gone about my Buſineſi, for 
Goodman did not think of any other then; and 
the Conſtable could repeat the forg'd Robbery 
between Fulbam and Chelſea, better than Good- 


mai 


tz) «P 


L 45 J 
man could do himſelf, Vid. & Page 21, 19, 
7 5 4. | 
y The Judge 
brought the {*1(oner in Guilty. Death. | 
And the Conſtable was Indicted for ſome 


gave his Charge, and the Jury 


other Affairs, and fled out of Town that Night 
This Utliatn of a Conſtable, is the Man 
that took Abraham Ifrael, the Few, for Robbing 
of Mr Mendez de Coſta, and got 140 J. for the 
taking of him, and here 1 ſhew in what manner. 
FJobn Piſin being ſent in purſuit of Abraham, 
got to Ozaveſend to. this TUilliam Silver's, 
it being the Paſtbouſe, and hearing of Abrabam 
there, and that he was gone towards Dover not 
long before, order'd Horſes to be got ready, in 
order to follow him, Silver looking over che 
News, and finding the Reward, was reſolved to 
have it Himſelf, and order'd a Horſe to be 
got ready likewiſe (you may be ſure it was a very 
good one) and put the poor Man on ſuch a Jade, 
that he had much ado to get him along. Away! 
Silver flies before bim, and got to Canterbury; 
took Abrabam before the Man got halfway, and 


'S chouſed him out of all, as he did deſign me out of 


my Life; it being a very eaſy way to get Money. 
On Friday the 24th G@bman was brought 


to the Bar, and received Sentence of Death, 
(which he juſtly deſerves) and ſeem'd to be very 


penitent, but pitied by none, and begg'd of me 
and my W/ife, to forgive him, and acknowledged 


that this was a juſt Judgement that befel him. 


for the great Wrong he had done to Mr Bambridge. 
Here | this vile Ulxetch defired me to write 
to him, and to let him know, that on his knees 
he .d his Pardon for the Injury he had done bim, 
and hig own Soul, in fallly (wearing againſt * 
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of that as he knew nothing of but by hearſay ; 
and begg'd for God's ſake that he would forgive 
him, he likewiſe declar'd the ſame to Mr Deo- 
datus Bye, the Miniſter that attended on him. I 
did not write according to hig deſire, for I could 
not tell where to direct to Mr Bambridge, © 

Goodman, to all outward Appearance, 
feem*d to be very Penitent till Friday the 29th, 
when News came to him that his Brother had 
met the Judge at Kingfon, and had got him a 
Reprieve, and it came accordingly the Sunday 
following. | 

Now he thought himſelf ſafe, /o the Scale 
turn'd once more, for coming to him on Monday, 
I deſired him to reſolve me ſomething, which he 
bad promis'd me before; ſaid he, how will ye do 
to know? for J /hall tell you nothing; and J am 


very ſorry J have ſaid ſo much; you have got- 


ten too much out of me already, and you may 
get the reſt where you can, for you have done 
your endeavour to hung me, but all your Tricks 
will not do. So this is all we got for our twelve 
Meets falſe Impꝛiſonment; and ſure ſuch a 
Gꝛand Rogue as this never eſcaped hanging, 
as you ſhall here by what he afterwards acted. 

Goodman underſtanding I was going to leave 
Maidſtone, ſends a Letter privately to the Con- 
ffable co acquaint him I was coming to Graveſ- 
end, and deſign'd to ger him to join with me 
to have him hang' d, bur begged of him nor 
to mind what I ſaid, for I was ſadly afraid he 
would proſecute me for publiſhing Copies of his Con- 
feſſion, which he was heartily forry for; ad- 
ding, he could get nothing in ſuing a Beggar but 
a Louſe ; and that hig Brother Freeman would do 


my Buſineſs, by throwing me into Goal oy | 


got to London, 
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I was very little afraid of his Brother, or the 
Conſtable, and making my way Home, and 
coming to Ozabeſend, beſtrow'd Mr Silver's 
Door with Salt. You may wonder why I did ſo, 
but the good People there, ſaid, I did it becauſe 


ihe Town ould not ſtink of a Rogue. | 
This dꝛoſs of Silver, made hig complaint 
to the Worſhipful Juſtice Jones, that I had given 
out he was a Rogue, and that /, my Wife, 
and Son, had cover'd hig Door with Salt, and 
would have had him to ſend us to Maid- 


fone again; his Worſhip aſk'd me the Reaſon 


why I did ſo? my anſwer was, I bought the Salt, 
and hop*d he would not ſend me to O0al for throw- 
ing it on the King's Highway ; and as for giving 
out he was a Rogue, I ſaid plainly (for I did 
not ſtand to baultk it) he was a very great one, 
and I believe this Wiſe Magiſtrate thought as 


much himſelf ; and the World ſhall ſee I will 


make a vile Uillain off him; but his Neigb- 
bours ſay, he is already made to my hands. 

I deſired this Worthy Gentleman (Juſtice Jones 
I mean) to Sign my Certificate, which was given 
me by the Mayor of Maidſtone, and the High- 
Sheriff : No, ſaid he, I can't do that, for I had 
no hand in ſending you to Goal, I wonder his 
Worſhip ſhould be ſo forgetful : But in the Coun- 
try of Gotham they call the — Hands — Pet. 
If fo, I aſk pardon, and aſſure the Wiſe Wor- 


ſhipful Wiſe, he had one Foot in it, for he put 


his Fore-Paw to my Mittimug ; but faid he, 
believe I muſt ſecure you once more; for Mr 


Silver is afraid you will burn his Houſe, and 
accordingly ſent Orders to the Landlord (/ 


would any wiſe man) to take great care, and not 


let me out that Night, They were fadly afraid 


of 
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of a Cripple that could not ſtand, but any excuſe 


was better than none, for they were in a Puzzel, 


and could not tell well what to ſay; but let 


it be what it would, they have enough 10 


ſwear falflp zo it: For they hang all together; I 
do not mean in Cord or Concord, but I fay in a 


Roguiſh Cord; and I ſay again (as the Cavalier 
ſaid to the Rumps in the Uſurper Cromwell's 
Time) its no matter what Cord, /o it be but a 


ſtrong CORD. 


In my Caſe, Page 13. I ſaid I could give a 
large Deſcription of the Wonderful Country of Go- 
tham ; and in Page 28. a Chara#er of a Perni- 
cious Innkeeper, which I ſhall preſentiy do; 
but take this in the way before 1 depart Oaves- 
END, that has been the Ruin, Gzave, and End of 
many poor Family, as Thouſands of his Majeſty's 
Sailors can aſſert, by making a total End of all 


' thety Pay. It now is, and always will be, a Say- 


ing among their Wives, in all common Diſcourſe 
(my Curſe on Gꝛzaveſend). Likewiſe they have 
many a {Uo pronounced againſt them by the 
Falherleſ-Children and Widows, whereon I have 


great Reaſon io add one more, viz. Alo unto you, 


the wicked only of Gzaveſend; for ye are like 
unto whited Sepulchres, which indeed appear 


beautiful outward, but are within full of dead 
Mens bones, and of all uncleanneſs, Mat. 23. 27, 


A Deſcriptionof the Land of Gotham, 


OF all the Countries in the World, Gotham 

has the Name for Tricking, Couzening, Biting, 
Cheating, Extortions, and the moſt Oppreſſions ts 
Strangers that ever was heard of, eſpecially by 
ſome of the Innkeepers, who are the unmanner- 
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lie#, ſaucieſt, impudenteſt, ill-bred, knaviſh, illite- 
rate, barbarous, villainous, rougiſh, ſcoundrel, raſ- 
cally, pratling, blockiſh Fools, that ever Man met with; 
for they are continually running up and down 


like Roaring Lions, ſeeking whom ihey may devour, 


and when they have met with their Prey, are not 


long before they accompliſh what their ravenous, 
monſtrous Appetites require. Thoſe are the Uer- 
min that cauſe the Scandal to be thrown on that 
Fooliſh Place; theſe are the Blodſuckers of the 
Nation, that ſtrives to Rob and Plunder their 
Country, with the Price of Innocent Blood; theſe 
are the Birds of Pꝛey, that have built their 
Nefts amongſt the Chattering Fackdaws : But the 
greateſt Vonder, as I beheld in this Strange Land, 
was, to ſee a Pernicious, Ugly, Monſtrous 
Black ROOK, that had newly flown in there 
by Stealth, and had cloath'd himſel with the 
Feathers of a S WAN. His looks were ſo very 


terrible and frightful co behold, that all gave 
way, and ſhunn'd the Place where-e*er he came. 


Pe continually went Strutting up and down like a 


Crow in a Gutter, and made ſuch a hellifh croak- 
ing and pecking at thoſe as he thought he could over- 
come, that ſeveral fled to Juſtice (but not to their 
fooliſh Laws) to rid themſelves of this HaNtible 
Plague. But my Admiration was the more in- 
larged when I found the Place all in an Uproar, 
to know what ſort of Monſter it was. The Fools 
were of ſeveral Opinions, and was reſolved to 
have a Court call'd of all their Wiſe- men; and imme» 
diately it was compos*d of the very beſt Magiſtrates ; 
which where Tinkers, Taylors, Butchers, Bakers, 
Carpenters, and Jninkeepers, and here [I'll ſet 
forth their Names in an ACROSTICK 
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THE 
Right Wiſe and Worſhipful Wiſe 


TOBIT SHALLOW, Ea; 


Mayor. 


The Wiſe and Worthipful Wiſe the 
ALDERMEN. © 


B. oger R, naveſpate, M, aurice F,catherbrains, 

OD. Aver M, oodle, A. ntbony O, ven- ſcull, 

G. regory A. ir- brains, D, ennis W, pen. ſcull, 

U. riab (1,vid-/enſe, M. ark L. igbt head, 

E, noch Ef, mpty, E, dmond E. gg-Sbell, 

S. aul D, imple, M, ehemiab D, enſeleſ. 
Simon Numb-Skull, Townu- Clerk. 


Theſe are the Viſe- men that Govern the Coun- 
try of Gotham; but I do aſſure you their Laws 
are very Truel, for if one FOOL ſhould ſay, It 
is fo, they will all fay, whether Right or Wrong, 
1t is jo, for I found it juſt after the ſame manner 
(Manners they bave none) as it was with my ſelf at 
Gzaveſend, for the more I declar'd my Innocency, 
the more they cry*d out I was the greater Rogue, 
and becauſe the Conſtable had conſulted within 
Himſelf chat I was not Lame, and that it was 


 Pojible tor me to be in the Robbery (tho* there 


were ſeveral to prove to the contrary) they all ſet 
up 2 ſhout, Away with him, away with him, 
away with him, and faid, It was ſo. 


When 
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When the Court was fet, they enter'd intoDiſpute, 
What thi faul thing u be? Some faida Bird, ſome 
ſaid a Beaſt, and others ſaid, it was between both, as a 
Griffin or Dragon, Ge. but that would not do; 
for they ſaid it was a fort of a Dog ; then they 
puzzled themſelves again, to know whether it was 
a Bear-Dog, a Wolf- Dog, a Bull-Dog, a Maſtiff- 
Dog, a Spanniel-Dog, or a Cur-Dog; and one ſtarts 
up in a great Paſſion, and ſaid, he was ſure it was 
a ſad Dog in a Swan's Doublet. They could not 
agree to that neither, ſo began again: At length 
they all, with one accord, ſaid, it muſt be a 
Bird, and they put it up to Votes, What kind. 
Then they were in a great hurry once more, 43 

ſaying, it was a Kite, a Vulture, an Owl, a Cuckoo, 

a Scare- Crow, Sc. but one being more wiſe 
than all the reſt, ſaid, Gentlemen, I do aſſure 
you, its no other than a Hedge. Bird, and oblig'd 
me to give my Approbation; which J readily did, 
and faid, If you were not a Parcel of Mind Fools, 
you may plainly ſee it's a Reokiſh whoꝛesbird, and 
the very miſchievous Bird I jaw (when I was at 
Gꝛaveſend) in Company with a Swan, and now I 

find he is as great a Rogue as ever; for he has 
rode Poſt here (with the ſame intent as a Prodigal 

Jnnkeeper did after tbe Few 10 Canterbury) and 
has Robb'd and Mlunder'd his Companion, of all 
her Feathers, on purpoſe to act another Part in ſome 
diſmal Tragedy. With that they all gave a great 
Shout, and cry'd, a W—es Bird, a Wes Bird, 
a W—es Bird, and ſaid it was fo, and call'd me the 
ſecond Solomon; but they made ſuch a heavy Din, 
that they quite turn'd my Brain, inſomuch, that F 
became very Fooliſh, and whimſical Thoughts came 
into my bead, that 7 really took the Rook for Mr 
Silver the Conſtable, at the Sign of the Stan 
in Gzaveſend. | WED E 
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T obſerv'd there were many more troubled with 
this /ſballow-pated Diſtemper as well as J; and ' tis 
an old Saying, and a very true one, where there is 
but few Honeſt Men there are the more Knaves 
and Fools, and juſt as 7 found them /o 7 left them, 
and Tranſported my ſelf into another Climate, to 

et the Benefit of the ſweet Air, for I am ſure, 

if J had ſtay'd in that NVonſenſical Place, I moſt 
certainly ſhould have loſt all my Senſes, and per- 
haps fell into a profound Stupidity. | 

It is not long ſince it coſt that fook/b Country a 
Hundred Pounds for ſending two Perſons to Goal, 
much in the ſame manner as the Town of Gzavel- 
end ſent Me and my Wife to Maidſtone ; but the 
Poor People could not hold it, /o were oblig'd to 
drop the Cauſe. And as for my Part, Mr Silber 
was ſo pleas'd to ſay I was a Poor. Dog, and he 
was not afraid of me; but if he is not, I hope HE 
will be of Others, for I don't queſtion, with the 
Aſſiſtance of GOD, but gain my Ends, to ſee 
him /zverely puniſb d for his Clickedneſs; that it 
may deter others from following the like Practi- 
ces, Some People may think I give my Pen too 
much Liberty, but let them reaſon within them 
ſelves, if it was their own Caſe, let them conſider 
what J, my Wife, and Children have ſuffer'd, and 
then they will be of another Mind; for this I ſet 
forth on Purpoſe, for a Warning to good Peo- 
ple to take Care how they fall into the Hands of 
vile men, for mean no other; and as the Pro- 
verb ſays, Let them laugh that win, I think I may 
claim the Liberty to ſpeak, that has loft all. 
It was not long after my Departure from 
Gotham, before I arriv'd at the Famous City of 
London, where I had the Happineſs to ſee Mr 


Freeman, who very plainly told me, he would 
ſend 


ſend me 10 Goal, for ſaying 
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h Id hav bed 17 
demn d to be hang d (be would bave bad me ſaid 
Tranſported). I was ſurpriz'd to ſee the Man, 
and thought he was turn'd Fool too, for little did 
I expect ſuch a Welcome home from him, when 
I had ſuffer'd ſo much by the falſe Accuſation 
of his Kinſman, but rather thought he would 
have been glad to ſee me out of my Troubles, 
inſtead of that he abuſed me very much, I cart 
tell for what, except it was for coming too near 
his Home, and afraid 1 ſhould publiſh the Actions 
of that Arch-Rogue Sis Brother-in-law. 

Mr Freeman might have run ſtaring horn-mad, 
and quite out of his Senſes, if I had ſpoken of 
the Coachman——and his Wife——being Gd - 
man's Siſter ; for *tis ſaid Chriſtians go to Hea- 
ven. If fo, he need not grumble at his Happi- 
neſs ; but to be a-kin to a vfle Rogue that de- 
ſerves hanging and eſcapes the Gallaws, is e- 
nough to make a Contented Man fall into the ſame 
Diſtemper as rages in the Country of Gotham. 

This Worthy Gentleman is very much belov'd, 
and ſo is his — Wife, for they live in very good 
Credit; therefore Ill return Good for Evil, by 
informing the Publick they may be well fur- 
ni/i*d with all manner of Neceſſaries fit for Fune- 
rals, by Mr Luffman Freeman, Undertaker, or 
Death-Hunter, at the Sign of the Three Nuns in 
Giliſpur-ſtreet, Pye-Corner, near WeSt-Smithfield. 

Goodman often wrote to his Fife to come and 
ſee h:m, but ſhe never went, neither will be do 
any thing for him, and now goes by ber late Huſ- 
band*s Name, and ſent him Word, I was Name 
Joe had before ſhe had him; and deſired he may 


reſt himſelf contented, for it was not ber doing 
that brought him there. She often uſed this Ex- 


1 
= ” 
1 
; 
1 
_ . 
' = 
| 
. 
ö 
j 
! 
i 
"= 
4 
£4 


* 1 . _—_ 
* 


1 
1 : 
23K 
1 % 

ol 
1 * 
1 
* 

* 

> 


| . Tow Dog! I hall ſee you ; and 7 


"=. 


13543: 


lie ve ſbe did not care how ſoon; and rather than 
3 ſhould go without, would ſave the Sheriff a 
roat, and be at that Charge berſelf in finding a 
Halter. But all in good Time, for /be and I 
may reſt ourſelves contented for the preſent, they ba- 
ving made ſuch Intereſt in the Twenty ſixth Year of 
his Age, / gain him the Royal Mercy of à Re- 


Prieve till further Orders. 
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pag. 19. 1,26, for Serwin, 7. Sherwin. 
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